C. alexei was originally reported from Tjiharum, G Karang near Tjidadap at an altitude of 1000-1300 m. Besides this, there are two more gatherings of this species from Mount Buleud near Tjidadap, south of Tjibeber at an altitude of 1000 m. and Tjadasmalang near Tjidadap at Western Java in Indonesia. All these collections were housed at Herbarium Bogoriense, Bogor, Indonesia (BO). Kostermans (1969) stated that this species has been collected earlier in three times from its original habitat and his further stab to relocate it in the same locality was unsuccessful. The forest along with its habitat has been destroyed completely due to developmental activities. The discovery of this species in southern India, far away from Indonesia, is of very important because the species was believed to be vanished out from its type locality. It is also significant in phytogeographical point of view as it further shows the phytogeograhical affinities to Indian flora. We observed only one tree in the present locality (Ponmudi hills) and a few saplings were successfully raised and conserving at our field gene Bank at Tropical Botanic Garden and Research Institute (TBGRI). The occurrence of this species in Kerala hence forms a new distributional record for India. Therefore, it is reported here with a detailed description, illustration and other relevant notes based on the present collection for its easy identification in the field. Kosterm., Reinwardtia 7: 454 (1969) .
Cinnamomum alexei
Small trees, 3-5 m high; bark slimy inside, strong smell of betel leaves; terminal bud small with 2 scales, externally densely sericeous; branchlets slender, apically subquadrangular, basally subterete. Leaves opposite or sub-opposite, 4-12 × 1.5-5.0 cm, ovate to lanceolate, rounded to cuneate at base, long acuminate to caudate at apex, dark green above, glaucous beneath, entire or undulate at margin, chartaceous, smooth, strong smell of betel leaves; midrib and 2 sub-basal lateral nerves reach below the acumen or rarely almost at blade tip by anastomosing the secondary lateral nerves; secondary nerves closely reticulate, ± prominent; petioles slender, 0.7-1.5 cm long, concave above. Panicles axillary or extra-axillary, 2.5-4.5 cm long, 5-12 flowered, glabrous, with 3-5 branches; central peduncle slender, 2.0-2.5 cm, pink; pedicels 4.5 mm long, slender, gradually thickened at apex. Flowers c. 2.5-3.0 mm, dark maroon, glabrous; perianth of 6 tepals in 2 whorls of 3 each, broadly ovate, to 1.5 mm long, acute to obtuse at apex, minutely sericeous at base, dark reddish tomentose within; stamens 9, in 3 whorls of 3 each; whorls I & II with anthers elliptic to ovate, 1.0-1.5 mm long, 2-celled, more or less fleshy, introrse, longer than filaments; filaments sericeous at the very base within; whorls III extrorse; anthers oblong, 2-celled, glands sub-sessile, attached near the basal portion of the filaments; staminodes shorter than anthers, hastate, on 0.5 mm long stipes with 1 or 2 hairs on either sides. Ovary ellipsoid, 1.0-1.5 mm long, glabrous; style as long as the ovary, rather thick with small peltate stigma. Fruit ellipsoid, 15 × 11 mm, cupule cup-shaped, cup shallow, 1.5-2.0 × 9 mm, base conical, tepals persistent on fruit and then acute to subacute, indurate. Note: This species ischaracteristic by the presence of betel smelled leaves, which contain 80% saffrol as a principal component. The occurrence of this species with 2-celled anthers from Indian subcontinent is phytogeographically significant because such species has so far been reported only from Indonesia, New Guinea and the Philippines.
